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McLaughlin decides against Senate race

Posted: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 4:04 pm 

State Assemblyman Steve McLaughlin announced Tuesday he will run fro re-election to Assembly, and will not challenge state Sen. Roy McDonald, R, in a GOP primary. ... His statement follows:

STATEMENT FROM ASSEMBLYMAN STEVE McLAUGHLIN (R,C-Melrose)

Many supporters have urged me in recent weeks to consider a run for the New York State Senate. I have been honored by their support and confidence in me, especially since I have not announced a campaign for the office.

I have also greatly enjoyed and am honored to serve as a member of the State Assembly and genuinely appreciate the confidence placed in me by the voters of the 108th Assembly District.

To know that many residents and party leaders believe I would be an effective representative in the State Senate is a real honor. That support has led me to carefully weigh a campaign for the Republican nomination for State Senate and to determine where I will be most effective for taxpayers and residents concerned about revitalizing New York.

Some mentioned the other day that I was facing a situation like Chris Christie, where I have been fortunate to have tremendous support and confidence placed in me. But like Chris Christie, everything needs to line up for me to be able to make the jump to another level.

At this juncture, I do not believe the time is right for me to leave the Assembly and campaign to serve as State Senator for a number of reasons. In other words, not everything is positioned in my life to enable me to run for higher office.

For me, family comes first and that is as it should be. My wife Maggie and I are the parents of two sons who are teenagers and at a crucial time in their education and development. Taking on an expanded campaign for a higher office would not be in my family’s best interests at this time. My family, including my mother, brother and sisters and our extended family of cousins and in-laws and so on, has all been consulted and is supportive of my decision.

The redistricting process, which has been somewhat disruptive and is still ongoing, is definitely a factor in my decision. The uncertainty caused by redistricting, the compressed political calendar, and an overwhelming amount of special interest money that came from outside the Senate district, and, in many cases, outside New York State, have certainly created difficulty in deciding whether to seek higher office.

I am also looking forward to spending as much time as possible helping local candidates and in particular, my friend, Congressman Chris Gibson. Chris will also be facing a new district and I want to give him as much assistance as possible during the 2012 elections. I also look forward to working with Governor Cuomo and others to make this state a more affordable place to live, work and do business, and to conduct a government we can be proud of.

Again, I want to thank my supporters. I will continue to represent you and fight for you every day. And rest assured, this is not the end of my adventure, just another step in my journey of public service. I am excited to announce today that I am running for re-election to the State Assembly and I promise to continue to represent the people of New York with honesty, integrity and common sense values. You know that with me I will be upfront about my positions and tell you the truth, always. Here in Upstate New York we need to have a voice that fights back against the downstate liberals that have pushed New York to the brink of fiscal disaster. I look forward to continuing to be that voice for my constituents.
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